Second Booster
Recommended

for Seniors

On March 29, the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) updated its
recommendations to include a
second booster shot for people
over the age of 50 to increase

their protection against
COVID-19.
“Boosters are safe, and

people over the age of 50 can
now get an additional booster
four months after their prior
dosetoincreasetheirprotection
further,” said CDC Director Dr.
Rochelle P. Walensky.

“This is especially important
for those 65 and older, and
those 50 and older with
underlying medical conditions
thatincrease theirrisk for severe
disease from COVID-19, as they
are the most likely to benefit
from receiving an additional
booster dose at this time," she
said.

"CDC, in collaboration
with  FDA (Food and Drug
Administration) and our public
health partners, will continue
to evaluate the need for
additional booster doses for
all Americans,” she added,
opening up the possibility of a
third booster shot in the future.

On the same day, the FDA
also authorized a second
booster dose of either the
Pfizer-BioNTech orthe Moderna
COVID-19 vaccines for the
same at-risk groups.

“Current evidence suggests
some waning of protection over
time against serious outcomes
from COVID-19 in older and
immunocompromised individ-
uals,” said Peter Marks, M.D.,
Ph.D., director of the FDA's
Center for Biologics Evaluation
and Research. "Based on an
analysis of emerging data, a
second booster dose of either
the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine could help

(continued on page 13)

New Senior Center Proposed in Vlsalla

A proposed senior daily care
facility across the street from
the Visalia Mall would provide a
multitude of social services and
auxiliary medical services to se-
niors in the greater Visalia area.
The existing 17,269-square-foot
building at 2240 S. Mooney
Blvd. in Visalia, currently the site
of a Goodwill store, would be
remodeled to accommodate
the proposed facility.

The new project would
bring a modern PACE (Program
of All-Inclusive Care for the El-
derly) facility and its associated
services to Visalia. PACE indi-
vidually coordinates the care of
each participant enrolled in the
program based on his or her
needs as directed by an inter-
disciplinary team of health care
professionals.

The goal of the innovative
program is to improve the qual-
ity of life for seniors and to help
them live independently in their
home and community as their
health and age advance. The
company that will be operating
the PACE facility was founded
by mission-driven physicians
with a commitment to serve the
community's most vulnerable
seniors with greater quality care
and compassion.

PACE is a national program
sponsored by the federal gov-

Pictured above is the multipurpose room at the Sequoia PACE
senior center in Fresno, which hosts all types of social activities for
Fresno-area seniors. The proposed Visalia facility would include a
similar room - and offer a wide range of services to local seniors.

ernment, through Medicare, to
enable individuals who are at
risk of moving into a nursing
home to continue to live safely
in their homes and communi-
ties. Members must be 55 years
or older, be eligible for nursing
home-level care based on the
State of California criteria, be
eligible for Medicaid or Medi-
care (or be willing to use private
insurance or pay privately), and
be able to live safely in the com-
munity with PACE services.
Services Provided

The PACE model of care is
built around an interdisciplinary
team (IDT) which includes a pri-

mary care physician, nurse, so-
cial worker, physical therapist,
occupational therapist, recre-
ational therapist, dietician, cen-
ter director, transportation co-
ordinator, personal care worker
and home care coordinator.
Each participant is compre-
hensively assessed upon entry
into the program, then twice
a year thereafter, by the IDT.
Based on the team’s assess-
ments, the senior’'s needs and
problems are identified and in-
tegrated into an individual care
plan. Enrollment in the PACE
program is voluntary. A senior

(continued on page 13)

Campaign and Flags to Mark Elder Abuse Awareness Month

June is  World Elder
Abuse  Awareness  Month,
and the Tulare County District
Attorney’'s Office will again
air its extensive elder abuse
awareness campaign using
television, radio, newspapers

and social media.

“We are ready to hit the
ground running to bring
valuable resources to our
seniors as we carefully exit
the pandemic,” said Tulare
County District Attorney Tim
Ward. “D.A. staff has been
creative in making sure seniors
have been staying informed
at home. Our office recently
collaborated with CSET Senior
Services to distribute 1,500
bilingual resource and scam
guides with Meals on Wheels.
It was a great outreach project,
and we are ready to do more.

Tu/are County District Attorney's Office staff stuff senior resource
packets (above left) and work with CSET Senior Services to
distribute materials with Meals on Wheels.

We encourage any group or
club focused on senior issues
to contact us for presentation
opportunities. Call the TCDA
Victim Services Division at 559-
636-5471 to schedule.”
Meanwhile, the  Tulare
County Health & Human Services
Agency (HHSA) will participate

by encouraging community
members to Wear Purple on
World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day, June 15, to promote a
better understanding of abuse
and neglect of older persons.
World Elder Abuse Aware-
ness Day (WEAAD) was
(continued on page 3)
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Alzheimer's Walk Set for October 1

Tulare and Kings County
residents are invited to partic-
ipate in the Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation's Walk to End Alzheimer’s
on Saturday, October 1, at
Mooney Grove Park in Visalia.

This year's walk date was
confirmed much earlier than
in recent years, when the pan-
demic created uncertainty, as
well as other challenges.

“The last couple of years
have helped us handle what-
ever the pandemic looks like
this fall,” said Amanda Valenzu-
ela, development manager of
the Alzheimer's Association's
California Southland Chapter.
She added that adjusting to
changes has become “a fluid
process.”

The annual Alzheimer's As-
sociation Walk is preceded by a
series of kickoff events, includ-
ing a “Paint It Purple” pre-game
event at the Visalia Rawhide
game on Wednesday, June 15,
to bring attention to the dis-
ease and publicize the walk.
The event also serves as a way
for the local Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation chapter to raise funds.

A portion of the evening'’s
ticket sales go to the Alzhei-
mer's Association and, with a
donation, people can custom-
ize pinwheel flowers to hon-
or a friend or family member
who has been a victim of the
disease. As part of the event,
“Paint and Sip Purple,” an op-
portunity to sip wine and paint,
begins at 5 p.m.

D/str/but/ng A/zhelmers Asso-
ciation information before last
year's "Paint It Purple" event
at Valley Strong Ballpark were
Amanda Valenzuela, Ashley So-
dergren and Emery Valenzuela.

Valenzuela credited Sherrie
Wallace, chair of the walk, with
developing a partnership with
the Visalia Rawhide organiza-
tion.

“The Walk to End Alzhei-
mer's is a cause thatis near and
dear to many of us on the Raw-
hide staff, and we are honored
to have the opportunity to play
a part in the fight against this
insidious disease,” said Markus
Hagglund, Visalia Rawhide as-
sistant general manager. “We
hope fans will come out to
support the Alzheimer's Asso-
ciation so that the disease may
one day be forgotten.”

People are encouraged to
sign up as team captains, join
a team or register to walk as an
individual at alz.org/walk.

For more information, visit
alz.org/walk or call (661) 437-
8148.
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©® AFFORDABLE HOUSING

® Now accepting applications for the waiting list
age 62+ low income community

® Newly renovated one bedroom units

® Remodeled community room equipped with a full

screening room, baby grand piano and a pool table
@ New laundry facilities, a fitness room, renovated

with lush landscaping

WWW.TSAHOUSING.COM

® On-site management and daily maintenance personnel

kitchen, spacious seating areas, a computer lounge, TV

outdoor BBQ area and resident garden all surrounded

115 WEST MURRAY AVENUE - VISALIA, CA 93291
PH: 559.627.2220 + TOWNMEADOWS@TSAPROPERTIES.COM
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE FOR DOWNLOAD AT
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College Fee Waiver

Are you aware of the California College
Fee Waiver (CFW) Program, an education
benefit available to the spouses and chil-
dren of U.S. veterans through the California
Department of Veterans Affairs (CalVet)? The
Fee Waiver runs through the academic year,
beginning with each fall semester. Once eli-
gibility criteria are met, dependents can get
their tuition fees waived when attending any Ken Cruickshank
California community college, California State University or Uni-
versity of California campus.

So, who is eligible and what are the criteria? The state offers
Plans A through D, but here we will focus on Plans A and B.

Plan A: You must be the spouse, registered domestic partner
(RDP), child or unmarried surviving spouse of a wartime veteran
who is totally disabled due to a service-related illness or injury or
who has died from a service-connected cause, or any dependent
of a former POW or veteran who was declared MIA.

Under Plan A, there is no income limit, but the child of a veter-
an must be between 14 and 27 years of age (up to age 30 if the
child is also a veteran). There is no age limit for a spouse or RDP.
This benefit is not available to students who are also eligible for
Chapter 35 VA benefits unless the Chapter 35 benefit is waived.
Additionally, surviving spouses or RDPs must not have remarried.
The veteran’s date of death or date of 100% disability rating must
have occurred before the child’s twenty-first birthday.

Plan B: You must be the child of a veteran who has a permanent
service-related disability or who had a service-related disability at
the time of death, or who died from service-related causes.

Under Plan B, there is no age limit, but the child’s income plus
the value of parental support must not exceed the federal poverty
level of $14,097 (this figure may be adjusted annually). The aca-
demic year benefit is based on the previous year’s annual income.
This benefit can be used in conjunction with Chapter 35 benefits;
wartime service is not a requirement; and the benefit is only avail-
able to the children of a veteran. To document the child’s income,
you may use either a copy of the current year’s income tax return
(either the 1040 or the 540) or a letter of non-filing provided by
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). The IRS usually starts issuing
these letters after June 15 of each year. Be advised that without
your meeting all the requirements, we cannot process the request.

Applications are available here in the Veterans Services office,
or you can download it from www.tchhsa.org/vso and follow the
California Fee Waiver link. Once completed, just return the appli-
cation to us, along with proof of income (if enrolling under Plan
B) and proof of your relationship to the veteran (such as a copy of
your birth, marriage or domestic partnership certificate). Once the
CVSO receives all the required information, a benefit letter will be
mailed to you and to the appropriate school within two weeks.

Ken Cruickshank, the Veterans Services Officer for Tulare Coun-
ty, is a retired Navy Master Chief Petty Officer. Contact him at the
Veterans Services Office at 3348 W. Mineral King Ave., Visalia; by
phone at (559) 713-2880; or by email at KCruicks@tularehhsa. org
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To honor the 1,137 seniors who reported abuse in 2021, Tulare
County HHSA will continue the tradition of planting purple flags
on the lawn at Tulare County Government Plaza.

Elder Abuse Awareness...

(continued from page 1)

launched on June 15, 2006,
by the International Network
for the Prevention of Elder
Abuse and the World Health
Organization at the United
Nations.

The purpose of WEAAD
is to provide an opportunity
for communities around the
world to promote a better
understanding of abuse and
neglect of older persons
by raising awareness of the
cultural, social, economic
and demographic processes
affecting elder abuse and
neglect.

Each vyear, an estimated
five million older persons in
the United States are abused,
neglected and exploited. In
addition, seniors throughout
the country lose an estimated
$2.6 billion annually due to
elder financial abuse and
exploitation, funds that could
have been used to pay for basic
needs such as housing, food
and medical care.

Last year in Tulare County,
prosecutors filed 52 felony
cases of elder abuse, and 23
misdemeanor cases. TCDA
victim advocates served over
1,000 victims of the crime at
various stages of the criminal
justice process.

To honor the 1,137 seniors

N0

who reported some form of
abuse in 2021, Tulare County
HHSA will be planting purple
flags on the lawn at Tulare
County Government Plaza on
Mooney Boulevard in Visalia.
The color purple is associated
with royalty, dignity and respect
- words often used to describe
seniors - and community
members are encouraged
to wear purple in support of
prevention of elder abuse and
neglect. The purple flags will
fly at Government Plaza for the
entire month of June.

For more information about
elder abuse, visit the National
Center on Elder Abuse website
at www.ncea.acl.gov

“If  you suspect elder
abuse, you can contact law
enforcement or call the County
Adult Protective Services toll-
free, 24-hour-a-day hotline
at 1-877-657-3092 to report
confidentially,” said Ward.

In case of an emergency,
always call 911.
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Older Participants Sought
for Cognitive Survey

By Larry Kast

Area residents now have the
opportunity to participate in a
national study of the effects of
COVID-19 on cognitive func-
tion.

Kaweah Health in Visalia is
one of four locations nation-
wide participating in the two-
year study that compares those
who have had COVID vs those
who have not. The only restric-
tions are participants must be at
least 18 years old and have not
had COVID-19 in the past three
months.

They must also be available
to participate in the 30-minute
tests over the next two years. A
total of 1,000 people, half hav-
ing had COVID while the other
half would never have tested
positive, will participate. Other
testing locations are located in
Florida, the Midwest and at UC
Irvine.

“We need people of all
ages,” said Dr. Richard Pantera,
who oversees the administra-
tion of the study at Kaweah
Health. “"But people over 50
should be especially interested

Dr. ichard Pantera

The Cognitive Clarity testing
tool is used to to assess early
signs of cognitive impairment.

in doing this study.”

Those who take part will par-
ticipate in two examinations,
one that utilizes a laptop-like
machine to capture participant
responses, and the other is a
verbal response to questions
asked by psychiatric residents.
Including the time it takes to
complete pre-exam registration
for each of session, participants
can anticipate about a 60-min-
ute commitment.

The study is coordinated
by Cognivue, which is also the
maker of the Cognitive Clarity,
an FDA-approved computer-
ized testing tool designed to
assess early signs of cognitive
impairment. The technology
objectively, quantitatively and
reliably identifies changes in
cognitive function that could be
indicative of impairment. The
test will include an emphasis on
speed as well as other import-
ant criteria.

Older participants are en-
couraged to enroll in the study,
which will provide a baseline of
results that exams in the future
can be compared to in order
to determine if there has been
cognitive decline, whether or
not the person has had COVID.

For more information or to
enroll in the study, call Kaweah
Health at (559) 624-5200.

Your four-diamond resort is waiting for you.

We have everything you want for an unforgetable staycation!
A beautiful resort with newly renovated rooms, a casino,
full service spa and 7 unique restaurants.

CHUKCHANSI GOLD
~

AR

RESORT & CASINO

Hwy 41 North To Coarsegold | chukchansigold.com | 866.794.6946

Must be 21 years of age or older to be on property, including restaurants and hotel. All guests must have a valid government-issued photo ID acceptable to management and be a Chukchansi
Rewards Club Member for any and all transactions. Management reserves all rights to cancel or modify all offers, promotions and/or events without prior notice. Restrictions and exclusions
may apply, please visit website for further details. Masks are optional (not required if vaccinated). Visit our website for What to Expect During Your Visit.




4 - The Good Life

www.TheGoodLifeSV.com

\"\ FamilyHealthCare

NETWORK

Family HealthCare Network launched its new brand in March, in-
cluding a new visual identity, strategy and messaging.

Family HealthCare Network
Announces a Rebrand

Since 1976, Family Health-
Care Network (FHCN) has
served the Valley by providing
healthcare for all. Over the last
45 years, FHCN has become
recognized as the second larg-
est Federally Qualified Health
Center (FQHCQC) in the nation.

In March, FHCN launched
its new brand, which includes
a new visual identity, strategy
and messaging. Over the com-
ing months, the FHCN logo
will change on all of its mate-
rials, and the network's core
message to its patients and
partners will be that its model
of care "is not only centered
on you, but centered on family,
and centered on community."

“We are excited to embark
upon this rebrand and believe
our new look and core mes-
sage supports our core values
and our story as we contin-
ue our journey to transform
health,” said Kerry Hydash,
FHCN president and CEOQ.

Family HealthCare Network
is a private nonprofit Feder-
ally Qualified Health Center

that operates 41 sites, located
throughout Tulare, Kings and
Fresno counties. Its mission is
to provide quality health care
to all.

With more than 300 clin-
ical providers in its network,
FHCN provides access to a
wide range of coordinated
health services, including fami-
ly medicine, obstetrics and gy-
necology, pediatrics, adult and
children’s dentistry, pharmacy,
internal medicine, behavioral
health, nutritional counseling,
health education, case man-
agement, community health
and outreach, and eligibility
assistance.

An array of specialty ser-
vices such as optometry, chi-
ropractic care, podiatry, peri-
natology, endocrinology and
general surgery complement
its list of services offered.

For more information, call
1-877-960-3426 or visit www.
FHCN.org or on Facebook at
www.Facebook.com/fhcn.org
You can follow FHCN on Twit-
ter at www.Twitter.com/FHCN

Not Your Grandma's
NURSING HOME

Prestige Assisted Living at Visalia

3120 W. Caldwell Ave - Visalia, CA 93277

(559) 735-0828 - www.PrestigeCare.com

When you think of senior living, do you
think of happy hours, salon services
and karaoke contests?

That's what life can be like at
Prestige Assisted Living at Visalia.

Our team creates varied, fulfilling event calendars
to bring joy and meaning to our residents.

Our goal is to keep residents active and engaged,
helping them celebrate life at every age.

For more information, visit us at PrestigeCare.com/Visalia,
or to schedule a tour, contact our team at (559) 735-0828.

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.
« License No.: 547200844
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Valley Adult Day Services
Provides Resplte for Caregivers

A longtime care provider
that closed due to COVID-19
has reopened in Porterville.

Valley Adult Day Services
(VADS) provides respite for
caregivers from caring for pa-
tients or loved ones who re-
quire ongoing care and atten-
tion.

Previously known as Por-
terville Adult Day Services, the
nonprofit operates near the
city's center at 227 E. Oak Ave.
in Porterville from 7:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.

Those with cognitive im-
pairments are the core clients
for VADS, including those with
Alzheimer's, dementia, Parkin-
son’s disease or a traumatic
brain injury. In addition, VADS
serves as an elder care re-
source and referral service for
those seeking help but are un-
certain where to turn.

“But you don't have to have
an impairment to come here,”

Some just come to socialize.

. — A B i
VADS is an elder care resource.
said Laura Kaylor, executive
director for VADS. “It could be
that someone needs socializa-
tion,” she said, adding that the
only stipulation is that the per-
son is 18 years old or older.

VADS provides half-day and
full-day programming for those
living between Porterville and
Visalia. Kaylor said she looks
forward to being able to pro-
vide low-cost transportation
services again at some point in
the future, but for now, those
participating in VADS have to
provide their own transporta-
tion.

Opened in 1990, VADS
came into existence when two
ministers from different church-
es determined there was a seri-
ous need for adult day care to
provide respite to caregivers
in Tulare County. It has been
supported by the United Way
of Tulare County, as well as the
Kings Tulare Area Agency on
Aging.

For more information, go to
www.valleyadultdayservices.
org or call (559) 783-9815.

CARE
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AMERICAN
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A Hospice Company

We are honored to journey life with you

At American Care Hospice we know that it can be
difficult and overwhelming time for you and your family.
You don’t need to go through it alone. Fighting an illness
for months or years is difficult. Our compassionate team

will always work towards pain management and
symptom control in effort to aid in maximizing your
quality of life.

American Care Hospice
5323 W. Hillsdale Avenue, Visalia, CA 93291 - (559) 409-2665
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By Larry Kast

Today's real estate market is
full of first-time home buyers,
those who are moving up, and
those who are moving away. But
the segment of the market occu-
pied by seniors is finally starting
to catch a toe-hold in the South
Valley by a little known special-
ist designation that's emerging
among real estate agents.

Known as Seniors Real Es-
tate Specialists (SRES), real es-
tate agents who belong to the
National Association of Realtors
are taking coursework to ob-
tain the NAR's designation that
sets them apart from the rest of
agents as having been trained
to work with seniors who are
selling their homes.

Although the SRES desig-
nation has existed since 2007,
today there are a mere seven
agents in the South Valley cur-
rently holding the certification,
six of them in Visalia and one in
Kingsburg.

In a prepared statement,
the NAR said, “Our vision was
(and is) to create a community
of realtors and related profes-
sionals dedicated to serving
the real estate needs of senior
consumers.” But clearly for the
local agents, there is a passion
behind the hours of coursework
and training that is required to
become an SRES.

“The training taught me
how to be compassionate and

www.TheGoodLifeSV.com

SRES Designation Indicates Realtor Dedicated to Serving Seniors

understanding of the pro-
cess (of working with seniors),”
said Yolanda Faubel, a realtor
with Century 21 Jordan Link in
Visalia. “Without the training, |
wouldnt know how to talk with
them.”

Bob Patel, who is also with
Century 21 Jordan-Link & Com-
pany, agreed.

“Agents with the designa-
tion get involved with the se-
nior community, since they have
to know what a senior is going
through when they decide to
sell their home” he said, refer-
encing not only the mixed emo-
tions homeowners have when
seling a home where they
raised a family, but also where
they will be moving to if they
are downsizing or moving to an
independent or assisted living
facility.

And then there are the adult

children of the homeowner,
who may be placing their mom
or dad someplace because they
don't have an option.

“The kicker is the agent will
know what the senior is going
through and have a network
they can contact to get spe-
cial information a family might
need,” he said.

Nellie Pena is also an SRES
certified agent with Jordan Link
and is 73 years old. She added
her concern for the vulnerability
of seniors.

“l (became an SRES agent)
because | know seniors that
have been taken advantage of”
she said. "We help them to sell
their home, we help them to
move to their new location. We
do things for them that a typical
broker won't.”

Patel said such things might
include helping seniors with
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holding an estate sale, pack-
ing and marking moving boxes,
and working closely with the se-
nior and their family to develop
a trusting relationship.

Agents earn an SRES certifi-
cation by completing a course
that covers far more than the
sale of a house. Course topics
include generational character-
istics of demographic group-
ings in the 50 plus market;
housing options, including ac-
tive-adult communities, aging
in place and assisted living; and
developing a team of experts
and service providers for clients
ages 50 plus.

With nearly 200,000 res-
idents of Kings, Tulare and
southern Fresno counties over
the age of 50, why aren't there
more SRES certified agents?
While the NAR stated it is active-
ly recruiting agents to the SRES
designation, both Pena and
Faubel agreed there is a need
to understand this exploding
market.

“I don't understand why
there arent more,” said Pena.
“I'm just glad I'm one.”

Faubel, who willturn 50 soon,
said she sees the shortage as a
problem. “"Agents come and go
and aren't willing to take time to
learn how to work with seniors,”
she said.”

To find an SRES agent, visit
sres.realtor/work-sres-desig-
nee/find-member

stay at home safely.

mobility.

Do you nheed a safe
place with stimulating
activities where your
loved one can stay
during the day?

VADS provides supportive services for the family
caregiver. We help care for your loved ones who cannot

Our facility is designed for all adults, including those with
special needs, such as Alzheimer’s, dementia and limited

We provide a nutritional lunch and snacks, movement
exercises, music, transportation and activities.

227 E. Oak Ave.
Porterville, CA 93257
559 783-9815

www.valleyadultdaycare
services.or
admin@valleyadultdaycare

services.org
Monday through Friday

7:30 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.
Licensed by the CA
Department of Social

Services #547200750
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HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Manual Wheelchair
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Shower Chair with Arms Tub Rail 3 Wheel Scooter Walker Tray
Leg Cast Protector Grab Bar Upright Walker Low Air Loss Mattress

Finally! An affordable medical equipment store in Visalia.
We specialize in Canes, Walkers, Scooters, Power Chairs, Manual
Wheelchairs, Hospital Beds, Compression Stockings, and Rentals.
Let us help you decide on the right product for you to improve the
quality of your life. We look forward to seeing you soon.

M-F 8:00AM TO 12:00 - 1:00PM TO 5:00PM
388 NW THIRD AVENUE, VISALIA, CA 93291
(559) 372-7313 »

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR BEST PRICING

(559) 372-7323
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'l Am Here' Celebrates the Remarkable Life of a Holocaust Survivor

“I' Am Here" is a life-affirm-
ing documentary that cele-
brates the remarkable life of
Ella Blumenthal, whose mag-
netic personality and spirit has
remained undimmed despite
living through one of history's
darkest chapters. One of the
oldest living survivors of the
Holocaust, Ella celebrates her
98th birthday, where she re-
veals to close friends and fam-
ily profound memories of her
incredible survival in a way she
has never done before.

“The (film's) title comes from
a line in Hebrew that Ella says
all the time when she is mus-
tering up her strength: ‘Baruch
Hashem Ani Poh,” which trans-
lates to ‘Thank God | Am Here,"”
explained the film’s director,
Jordy Sank. “We thought that
this was extremely poignant as
she is here as one of the few
remaining Holocaust survivors
alive today. She is standing
strong and resilient with an un-
wavering spirit.”

Sank said that the idea for
the documentary started at a
friend’s house during a Shab-
bat (Jewish Sabbath) dinner in
South Africa, where completely
unannounced an elderly wom-
an energetically stood up and
started speaking.

“The whole table went silent
and we listened to her recount
haunting tales of her survival
during the Holocaust,” he said.
“We were all in tears by the time
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Ella Blumenthal enjoying life in "l Am Here"

she finished. Then something
peculiar happened. Her atti-
tude completely changed and
she was dancing, singing and
joking around. She completely
lit up the room. This was my first
experience of the extraordinary
Ella Blumenthal.

“l had interacted with Holo-
caust survivors before, but none
were quite like this,” he contin-
ued. “It got me thinking, ‘How
can someone go through one
of the darkest periods in history
and live with such an optimistic

appetite for life?' This was when
| knew that the world needed to
learn from Ella Blumenthal'’s sto-
ries and the awe-inspiring way
she lives her life today. | was a
teenager when this happened
and | knew in that moment that
| needed to capture her story.”
Ella Blumenthal’s outlook
changed the director’s life.
“She has given me a new
perspective on life and | hope
to spread as much love and joy
in the world as she does,” he
said. "Her resilience after what

"I Am Here" uses animation to show the horrors of the Holocaust.
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Staci was professional

and very open about the
process, she was concerned
about our welfare and acted in
a timely manner to ensure
everything went smoothly

she went through is awe-inspir-
ing and not only did she sur-
vive, but she managed to retain
and nurture her zest for life. |
hope that this film inspires our
audience with Ella’s contagious
spirit, just as | have been so in-
spired.

"Ella’s playful personality
positions her a grandmother
figure that we can all relate to
and aspire to one day be.”

Sank hopes that young peo-
ple can connect with the Holo-
caust through his documentary.

“The younger generations
will be the future of Holocaust
remembrance going forward,
especially in the next few years
when there will be no more
survivors left” he said. “l am a
young filmmaker and | assem-
bled a young team to give a
fresh perspective to Holocaust
documentaries, which are typ-
ically stock driven with talking
heads. We made the creative
choice to use 2D animation to
visually show Ella’s unimag-
inable memories. The anima-
tion does something that stock
footage cannot, it paints a clear
picture for the audience of mo-
ments that only Ella could see
and allows one to fathom and
resonate with the Holocaust.

“I Am Here" is a documenta-
ry with two messages, accord-
ing to Sank.

“Never again, the phrase

used all too often,” he said.
(continued on page 10)

throughout the process. We really

appreciated her expertise and
understanding of our situation.
We would highly recommend
selling our home to Drake Real
Estate Investments.
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'Lucy and Desi' Documents a HoIIywood Love Story

Just days after Desi Arnaz
passed away in December of
1986, Lucille Ball was honored
at The Kennedy Center Honors.
He had written a letter for her,
special for the occasion, to be
read aloud during the ceremo-
ny for all to hear.

The final line was, "'l Love
Lucy' was never just a title.”

"Lucy and Desi" is the doc-
umentary debut of filmmaker,
actress and comedian Amy
Poehler, exploring the real-life
world of the performers be-
hind America's most famous TV
couple, Lucy and Ricky Ricardo.

Despite coming from very
different backgrounds, Lucille
Ball and Desi Arnaz somehow
found in each other a unique
once-in-a-lifetime connection,
off which they built not only
one of the most popular series
in television history, but a Hol-
lywood empire that invented
and inspired many of the com-
mon production practices still
used in today's global enter-
tainment industry.

Lucy spent her childhood
in Jamestown, NY, raised by an
authoritative mother and her
loving grandfather. She left for
New York as ateenagerin 1928.
First, she became a model, and
eventually she made her way to
Hollywood to become a Gold-
wyn Girl, and then onwards to
years of work at RKO, becom-
ing known as “The Queen of B
Pictures,” for her roles in many
smaller scale movies.

Desi was raised in wealth
and privilege in Santiago de
Cuba, his father the mayor, with
intentions of his son becom-
ing a lawyer or a doctor. But
with the Cuban revolution in
1933, Desi's family was chased
from power and jailed, and a
14-year-old Desi sent to Miami.

Having lost everything and
starting from scratch, even
cleaning canary cages, he soon
discovered his skills as an en-
tertainer. Through the mentor-
ship he received by popular
Latin bandleader Xavier Cugat,
Desi became one of the most
popular Latin artists in America
at the time, famous now for in-

Lucy and Desi were preparing to have a family in this photograph.

troducing the Conga line to the
USA.

He and Lucy met on the
set of the 1940 RKO musical
comedy, "Too Many Girls," and
were married six months later.
But through most of the 1940s,
they rarely saw each other, with
Desi's work with his band tak-
ing him on the road for much
of the year.

It wasn’t until 1948 when
CBS decided to put Lucy on
the radio, taking advantage
of a rarely-tapped skill - her
comedic talents - for a series
called "My Favorite Husband."
When the network decided to
bring both the show and Lucy
to television, the actress took
one of the first of many ground-
breaking steps, insisting that
her Latin real-life husband play
her television one, bringing
the first mixed-race couple to
American television.

The two, along with the writ-
ing team from Lucy’s radio se-
ries, developed what became
"I Love Lucy" in 1951, again

breaking new ground in its
production. The couple, which
by then had a new family mem-
ber, their daughter, Lucie, had
no interest in producing the
show in New York, as the net-
work wanted, nor in sending
low-quality kinescope copies
of the show for broadcast on
the West Coast.

So, Desi created - a first - a
production system of filming
the show in front of a live audi-
ence with three film cameras, in
a system crafted by legendary
cinematographer Karl Freund
("Metropolis," "The Mummy"),
which delivered uniform quali-
ty prints for every time zone.

Desi also arranged to own
those prints, which ended up
allowing for what became the
creation of reruns in television,
along with their own solid vest-
ed interest in the show.

When their real-life fami-
ly was about to grow in 1953,
the duo once again insisted
on breaking the mold, allow-
ing Lucy to be seen on camera

pregnant, something which
had never occurred on televi-
sion. The "“Little Ricky” birth ep-
isode of "l Love Lucy" became
one of the most seen episodes
in television history.

Their own real family life
blossomed during these years,
as seen in "Lucy and Desi" via
color home movies made avail-
able by Lucie Arnaz Luckin-
bill and the family estate. The
footage depicts the couple's
real life outside of the studio
and the world of "I Love Lucy,"
something rarely seen before
now.

Lucy and Desi formed their
own studio, Desilu, to handle
not only the production of their
own show, but the develop-
ment of others that came after
- "The Untouchables" and "Star
Trek," to name two. But as De-
si's tasks shifted from making
comedy with his wife to run-
ning a studio, the stresses that
were introduced into their mar-
riage - and the unhappiness
it brought to Desi - eventually
caused the couple to divorce
in 1960, after the last "l Love
Lucy" show was filmed.

Lucy went on to create her
own series, "The Lucy Show,"
not long after, and in 1962,
bought out Desi's share of Desi-
lu, running the studio herself.
She eventually found herself
not enjoying the demanding
life of being a studio executive,
selling the company to Para-
mount in 1967. She created
her last series, "Here's Lucy" in
1968, which featured both her
children as her onscreen kids.

Both she and Desi found
new people and remarried in
the 60s, having long-term, hap-
py marriages. Throughout this
time, though, Desi remained
in Lucy’s life, and her in his. As
they embarked on a lifelong
friendship, Lucy often would
call Desi to help her brainstorm
on both of her later series. He
would do what he always did
best - ultimately, helping Lucy
do what she always did best -
which was to make us laugh,
smile, and feel as one.

(continued on page 10)
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CALENDAR

May/June 2022

Monday, May 2 - Victims of
Crime Memorial Ceremony
The public is invited to observe
National Crime Victims' Rights
Week 2022 at the Tulare County
District Attorney’s annual memo-
rial quilt unveiling at 6 p.m. in the
Visalia Convention Center Char-
ter Oak Ballroom.

May 2,4,6,9,11,13,16,18,
20, 23, 25, 27, 30 - Aerobics
City of Hanford Parks and Com-
munity Services hosts aerobics
from 9-10 a.m. at Longfield Cen-
ter, 400 N. Douty St. in Hanford,
three days a week. The month-
ly cost for those 55+ is $16. For
more info, call (559) 585-2525.

May 3,10,17, 24, 31 -
Hanford Senior Creative
Writing

This weekly event is held at the
Veterans Memorial Building in
Hanford from 10-11 a.m. For
more information, call (559) 212-
1628.

May 3,5,10,12,17,19, 24,
26, 31 - Water Aerobics & Lap
Swim

City of Hanford Parks and Com-
munity Services hosts these
classes at The Hanford Plunge,
415 Ford St., Hanford, twice a
week. For fee and other informa-
tion, call (559) 585-2525.

May 3,5,10,12,17,19, 24,
26, 31 - Zumba
City of Hanford Parks and Com-

munity Services hosts Zumba
from 6-7 p.m. in Civic Park, 400
N. Douty St. in Hanford, twice a
week. The monthly cost for those
55+ is $16. Classes are also of-
fered at Longfield Center, 560
S. Douty St., Hanford, from 9-10
a.m. For more information, call
(559) 585-2525.

May 4, 11, 18, 25 - Bingo

The Tulare Senior Community
Center, 201 N. F St., Tulare, will
host bingo starting at 1 p.m.
Doors open at 12:30 p.m. For
more info, call (559) 685-2330.

Thursday, May 5 - 'It's Time
You Started Using Timelines to
Organize Your Research'’

The Sequoia Genealogical Soci-
ety will host this 6 p.m. presen-
tation by Jamie Mayhew, a ge-
nealogical researcher for over
35 years who in 2010 started the
research service California Cous-
ins: Family History Research and
Education. Refreshments will fol-
low. The free event will be held
at the Tulare Public Library, 475
M St. in Tulare. For more info, call

(559) 685-4518.

Friday, May 6 - 9th Annual
Golf Event

Hands in the Community is spon-
soring this event at Ridge Creek
Golf Club in Dinuba. For more
info, visit www.hconline.org.

Friday, May 6 - Zumba de Mayo
City of Hanford Parks and Com-

T HISTORY
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munity Services will host this
event from 6-9 p.m. in Civic Park,
400 N. Douty St.in Hanford. Tick-
ets are $10 in advance, $15 on
the day of event. For more infor-
mation, call (559) 585-2525.

May 4, 11, 18, 25 - Friday
Night Dances

The Tulare Senior Community
Center, 201 N. F St., Tulare, will
host this weekly event from 7-10
p.m. $10 entry fee. For more in-
formation, call (559) 685-2330.

May 6-7 - Visalia Gleaning
Seniors Yard Sale

Visalia Gleaning Seniors will host
this sale from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Gleaner Yard, 28600 Road
156 in Visalia. For more info, call
(559) 733-5352.

Saturday, May 7 - Porterville
Breakfast Rotary Club Annual
‘Run for Life’

This walk and run fundraiser, tak-
ing place at Granite Hills High
School at 8 a.m., will benefit Sier-
ra View Medical Center’s Roger
S. Good Cancer Treatment Cen-
ter. For more information, visit
www.sierra-view.com or contact
marketing@sierra-view.com

Saturday, May 7 - Butterfly
Release

In memory of loved ones lost,
American Care and the Fran
Peterson Hospice Foundation
are co-sponsoring this 11 a.m.
fundraising event at Visalia First
Assembly, 3737 S. Akers, Visalia.
For more information, call (559)
619-8516.

Thursday, May 12 - Taste of
the Mission

The board and leadership of
Visalia Rescue Mission will host
this celebration for the comple-
tion of VRM's Community and
Navigation Center at 741 N.
Santa Fe St, Visalia, from 4-6:30
p.m. For more information, visit
https://www.vrmhope.org

Thursday, May 12 - Open
House on Cloud Wine

Prestige Assisted Living, 3120
W. Caldwell Ave,, Visalia, will
host this event from 5-7 p.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>